FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
rest of the Empire thinks about them. It is clear
that the European situation must be distasteful
to the Dominions. Their geographical position
is not that of the British Islands. They have no
European attack to fear. They are not directly
concerned in European affairs. They are naturally
reluctant to guarantee arrangements very remote
from their interests, and to support policies which
they do not understand, do not initiate and can
hardly stop, even when a pretence of consulting
them is made. Consequently whenever they are
requested to support such policies and to guaran-
tee them with their blood and treasure, a severe
strain is put on their allegiance, and the oftener
this is done the more the internal coherence of
the British Empire is endangered.
The Dominions have nobly and gallantly come
to the aid of the mother country once, and have
suffered severely in the process; but it would be
unwise to reckon on their repeating such efforts
whenever one of the many guarantees England
has undertaken involved her in another European
war. Even short of a war, the constant preoccu-
pation of the mother country with European
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